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BY DAVID BERMUDEZ
@Bermudez_Dave
Th e doors to 28 campuses owned by 
for-profi t Corinthian College have closed 
their doors and ceased operation.
Campuses including Everest College, 
WyoTech and Heald College all failed to 
attract investors to keep the schools open, 
forcing Corinthian College to shut every-
thing down.
“Th is makes me sad and mad all at the 
same time,” said Samantha Roberts, a for-
mer Heald College student. “I went there for 
a year and to have all that money and time 
spent and told that you won’t be able to fi n-
ish what you started breaks your heart. Even 
worse, you can’t help but feel like they just 
took your money and ran.”
Trouble started for Heald College and the 
other schools when the U.S. Department of 
Education began to investigate the colleges 
and their job placement rates.
Th e investigation discovered 947 false 
rates dated back to 2010 and in turn fi ned 
Corinthian College $30 million and put a 
ban on accepting new students.
What schools such as Heald did was ad-
vertise to students that once they graduated, 
the school would fi nd them a job in their 
particular fi eld; they also didn’t count some 
of those that had graduated but weren’t 
working.
Heald College also paid staffi  ng agencies 
to hire its graduates and considered them as 
offi  cially employed in their data.
In one case, according to a report by Th e 
Huffi  ngton Post, a 2011 graduate of an ac-
counting program at Heald College in Hawaii 
was counted as being employed in her fi eld 
even though she was working at Taco Bell.
Heald College also went as far as count-
ing graduates in their fi elds when the stu-
dents were already employed prior to enroll-
ing in the school.
“It’s frustrating that this has to happen,” 
said Diana Gordon, whose daughter went to 
Heald College. “I just hope that her $30,000 
loan can be forgiven. Th at way she can apply 
and go to another school and not have to wor-
ry about paying two loans. Especially paying 
a loan for a school that no longer exists.”
Many parents and students feel the same 
way as Gordon, hoping that loans can be 
forgiven and have credits transferred to 
other schools.
Lack of funding shuts Heald’s doors
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Junior Industrial Design student Alex Medan works on the mock-up of his coffee mug for his fi nal project in the Art 
department Monday afternoon. 
Katie Rike | Spartan Daily
BY MARQUERITE TUUFULI
@journalist2fuli
During the 2015-16 academic year 
San Jose State University students will 
pay the same amount of $304 each se-
mester for the Student Success, Excel-
lence and Technology Fee, or SSETF.
Th e fee is categorized into three 
sections including course support at 
$31, instructionally related activities at 
$151.50 and student success at $121.50.
Th ere will be no future increases for 
any component of the unbundled stu-
dent success fee, said Jose Larochelle, 
the interim vice president for adminis-
tration and fi nance.
A few members of Associated Stu-
dents, however, have tried to decrease the 
amount students pay each semester.
Sixty percent of students thought the 
fee should either increase or remain the 
same, according to the commissioned 
survey by A.S.
A decrease in the fee will make it dif-
fi cult for specifi c programs to sustain 
FINAL TOUCH
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BY MARISSA TRIGOS
@MarissaTrigos
Most of us will be slaving away, study-
ing to prepare for fi nals for the next week 
and a half. Th is is not true for the some 
hospitality management classes.
Instead of the traditional fi nals con-
sisting of scantrons and short essay ques-
tions, they hosted a beer trade show event.
Th e Beers Around the World event 
hosted by each of these classes took place 
at Th e GlassHouse on Th ursday night.
Hospitality professor Kathleen Sulli-
van said she was proud of her students.
“Both sets of students are so engaged 
about what’s going on tonight,” Sullivan 
said.
Th e class was set up in 16 diff erent 
groups for their fi nal, each one represent-
ing a diff erent part of the world.
Junior industrial and systems engi-
neering major Kyle Chiurazzi and senior 
linguistics major Daniel Teshuva brewed 
their own stout in the Northern Califor-
nia group.
Chiurazzi already had prior experi-
ence with brewing and did not shy away 
from brewing his own beer for his fi nal 
group project.
“It’s defi nitely one of the beers I’ve got-
ten the most praise for,” Chiurazzi said.
 “Th is is the widest audience I’ve given 
my beer to and it’s been a good reception.”
Each group not only had a variety of 
beer but also had food pairings from their
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FIVE IN THREE MILLIONBottoms up for beer fi nal
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Millions of students attend a university with one goal: to graduate and begin the 
career of their dreams. Th e CSU system has educated billions of students over the 
years. From the fi rst CSU in San Jose which opened in 1857 to the most recent CSU in 
Channel Islands in 2002, it is the largest, most diverse and most aff ordable university 
system in the country. 
In this 2014-15 academic year, 3 million students will be honored with a diploma for 
their academic excellence. Each student faced their own challenges and moments of 
success. Th rough those obstacles and moments of glory, these 3 million students have 
strived to receive their CSU diploma and walk strongly toward their future careers. 
 
BY ROSA JASSO
@rosabjasso
If there’s anything Britt Byington loves 
more than her dog, it’s the passion she has 
for art.
She’s loved art since third grade but was 
discouraged to pursue it as a career by her 
family. Byington said her parents believe 
art has no potential career.
Following her parents’ advice, she 
worked toward a degree in anthropology. 
Despite nearly completing her education, 
Byington did not feel she was in the cor-
rect major.
Her love for art was so strong, she did 
not feel like herself when sitting through 
an anthropology class. Ignoring what her 
parents had previously told her, Byington 
pursued her degree in art and will gradu-
ate this spring with a bachelor’s of art in 
design studies illustration.
“I just realized I am an artist, it’s who I 
am,” Byington said. “I don’t care if I make 
money doing it.”
Byington feels like she can portray her-
self through her art. She can show her pos-
itive emotions when painting and said it’s 
something her soul has always wanted to 
do.
Inga Poslitur, an art professor at San 
Jose State, taught a class which helped By-
ington fi nd her passion for painting.
“When I was painting in her class I re-
alized this is what I was meant to do,” By-
ington said.
She fi nds comfort in her professors and 
peers in the art department. Th ey are a sec-
ond family to her and she enjoys greeting 
people in the hallways.
Th e pressure her family put her through 
led Byington to seek counseling to deal 
with her family’s negative remarks about 
her career choice. She said her mother was 
the person who mainly pressured her to 
quit pursuing a degree in art.
Love of art helps student graduate
Destiny Palacios | Spartan Daily
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themselves, according to 
an email update on the stu-
dent success, excellence and 
technology fees.
Brandon Marquez, A.S. 
controller and chief fi nan-
cial offi  cer is an advocate 
for the fee.
“We have extensive talks 
in regards to the impact to 
what each dollar represents 
to all the students,” Mar-
quez said. “We talked about 
increasing and decreasing 
the fee but I believe that it’s 
OK to have the SSETF stag-
nant. If we were to lower the 
fees it will go away because 
it’s baseline funding and I 
didn’t want to be in favor 
of decreasing opportunities 
for students.”
Th e fee supports Student 
Academic Success Services 
such as developmental 
workshops, writing hand-
books, peer connections 
and Career Center services.
According to SJSU’s fi -
nance department website, 
the funding for the fee also 
supports “new initiatives in 
the classroom to enhance 
learning for students such 
as projects that bring active, 
service or global experienc-
es into the classroom.”
Although the fee amount 
hasn’t changed, many stu-
dents feel that it is still too 
high.
David Gonzalez, a soph-
omore aerospace engineer-
ing major, is a student as-
sistant for the Cesar Chavez 
Community Action Center.
“Th ere needs to be more 
transparency on the spe-
cifi cs on what the fees are 
spent on. From what I un-
derstand, I feel that the 
money needs to be more 
spent effi  ciently. I also feel 
that we lack accountability,” 
Gonzalez said. “Th ere has 
been scandal aft er scandal. 
Th ere has been a situation 
where roughly $800,000 
worth of technology equip-
ment has been stolen.”
A.S. director of student 
rights and responsibilities 
Victor Hernandez is also in 
favor of lowering the fee.
“Associated students 
had a long conversation re-
garding the Student Success 
and Technology Fee,” Her-
nandez said. “We did do a 
survey and ultimately the 
message we got from the 
survey was that students 
are confl icted on this. Some 
of these initiatives increase 
more jobs and internships 
on campus. All these things 
sound good but it doesn’t 
benefi t all students.”
Student leaders encour-
age the SJSU community, 
especially fellow students, 
to be more engaged with 
the fee and voice their con-
cerns.
More information re-
garding the fee can be found 
on SJSU.edu.
Marquerite Tuufuli is a 
Spartan Daily staff writer. 
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selected countries for guests to try.
Th e Scotland group, Blootered Inn, 
consisting of hospitality seniors JT Singh 
and Hazel Lampa, and psychology senior 
Christine Raco had a couple of diff erent 
food pairings such as cheeses, shortbread, 
eggs, sausage and steak.
Th eir beer samples included Belhaven 
Wee Heavy and Belhaven Scottish Ale.
“With a darker beer you defi nitely want 
to pair it up with something dark like meat 
and then if it's something light you want 
to pair it up with cheese and crackers or 
pizza or something like that,” Lampa said.
Sullivan said teaching hospitality stu-
dents about the diff erent food pairings 
that go along with beer is an important 
part of the class because those are the 
types of questions they will be faced with 
in the industry.
“It’s not just about the beer, it's about 
understanding the business of beer and 
how hospitality majors have to face that 
revenue climb when somebody says to 
them 'What brew should I pair with this 
food?'” Sullivan said.
Toward the end of the event, peo-
ple’s and judge’s choice winners were an-
nounced for the categories of best beer 
poured, best information presented, most 
creative, best dressed and best food paired.
New England won for the people’s 
choice for best overall while Czech Re-
public was the judge’s choice for the same 
category.
Most of the students participating in 
the event said they really enjoyed being 
a part of the class and would recommend 
other students besides hospitality majors 
to take the class.
“I defi nitely recommend taking the 
beer class because it really teaches you a 
lot about diff erent kinds of beer around 
the world,” Lampa said. “It teaches you 
the diff erence between ciders, ales, lagers 
and it's very informative and instead of 
going somewhere and not knowing what 
to order it gives you a way of knowing 
what to pair food with and knowing what 
good beer is instead of just guessing all the 
time.”
Marissa Trigos is a Spartan Daily 
staff writer.
 “I’m going to have to 
look at other schools,” said 
Michael Lin, an accounting 
major and former Heald 
student. “I came here think-
ing I could get done with 
school faster and get a good 
job, now I just hope that I’m 
able to transfer all or most 
of the credits from Heald to 
a community college or an-
other school.”
California Attorney 
General Kamala Harris 
and other attorney gener-
als have already fi led com-
plaints against Corinthian 
College and are seeking 
ways to help students get 
their loans forgiven.
“My hope is that the state 
or governor can do some-
thing for the students that 
are aff ected by all this. It’s 
a situation that shouldn’t 
happen to students who ar-
en’t at fault for what the col-
lege did,” Lin said.
For more information 
on how to get your loan for-
given if you attended Heald 
College, Everest College or 
WyoTech and for any other 
questions you may have vis-
it oag.ca.gov/corinthian.
David Bermudez is a 
Spartan Daily staff writer.
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Aft er her counseling sessions, she felt 
comfortable pursuing an art degree and her 
passion.
Byington came to the realization her ac-
tions and decisions should make her happy 
and not everybody else.
“I’m in a situation in my life where … I’ve 
gotta stop trying to please other people with-
out considering myself fi rst and this is what 
makes me happy,” Byington said.
Graduating is her biggest success. Her fam-
ily doesn’t see college as a necessity as the last 
person to get a degree was her grandmother.
Th ey have come to accept her decisions and 
are proud of her accomplishments.
One of Byington’s goals through her art is 
to make a diff erence in the lives of children. 
She said she wants to help underprivileged 
children and bring them joy through literature 
because growing up, she did not have a lot of 
resources.
“If I could use my art through children’s 
books to give children a chance to make their 
lives better then I would,” Byington said.
Having dealt with a similar experience she 
wants children to have a positive perspective 
in life and feel that they can still accomplish 
their goals.
Rosa Jasso is a Spartan Daily staff writer.
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Senior design studies major, Britt 
Byington, smiles while adorned 
in her graduation cap and gown. 
With her degree, she hopes to 
bring smiles to underpriveledged 
children everywhere. 
Rosa Jasso | Spartan Daily
Heald College is forced to shut down after being investigated by the U.S. Department of Education.
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Balancing school and extracurricu-
lar activities can be a lot of work for 
some students. Sabrina Swayzer from 
CSU East Bay challenged herself by 
pursuing a double major, being a part 
of the women’s basketball team and 
maintaining a part-time job.
“If you set your goals for the 
stars, you’ll be lucky if you reach the 
treetops,” Swayzer said.  
She uses this quote from her past 
basketball coach to help motivate 
herself.
Swayzer has been infl uenced by 
diff erent events in her life which led 
her to take on multiple responsibilities. 
At 5 years old Swayzer began 
playing basketball and has been 
recognized for her skills since the age 
of 10 when a coach invited her to play 
in the highest level junior team.
She continued to play basketball 
until her fourth year at CSU East 
Bay.  She loved the sport so much it 
motivated her to apply it to her future 
career.
Swayzer chose to double major in 
biology and kinesiology because she 
wants to work in the medical fi eld and 
continue to be involved in sports.
Swayzer’s parents earned their 
associate’s degrees from community 
college and it was her great uncle, Dr. 
Miguel Williams, 
who helped guide 
her through a 
four-year college. 
Williams was 
the fi rst person 
in Swayzer’s 
family to receive 
a bachelor’s 
degree.  
Williams is a doctor who has been 
working in his career for over 10 years 
and inspired Swayzer to pursue a 
medical career. 
As a sports doctor, Swayzer said she 
would like to work toward improving 
weakness in women’s knees.  
Swayzer has had multiple friends 
aff ected by ACL tears, which are 
caused by weak knees. She said seeing 
her friends bear this injury was a life-
changing experience.
Swayzer said ACL tears are the 
most documented injury in women’s 
sports.  Some basketball players are 
not able to continue playing and her 
friends had to go through changes in 
their basketball careers.
Swayzer works at 24 Hour Fitness, 
where she likes to help clients achieve 
their fi tness goal.
“I love helping others, I love 
inspiring people, I love being there for 
people,” Swayzer said. 
She sees herself as a role model 
for her younger brother and sister 
through her hard work and success. 
Swayzer said she wants to inspire them 
to reach for their goals just like she did.
“My biggest success moment, 
honestly, was fi ling for graduation 
and receiving the email that I’ll be 
graduating this Spring,” Swayzer 
said. “I feel like that’s such a big 
accomplishment.”
Swayzer felt relief when she found 
out she was approved for graduation 
and was happy to be the fi rst person 
from her immediate family to 
graduate from a four-year university.
Seeing the challenges her family 
members endured without a bachelor’s 
degree, Swayzer wants to use her 
education as an aid to her family.
She will graduate this semester 
with a bachelor’s of science degree in 
each of her majors.
Swayzer accomplished one of her 
biggest goals. Th e next goal on her list 
is to continue her education in medical 
school.
Rosa Jasso is a Spartan Daily 
staff writer.
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Th irty-year-old Rebec-
ca Ringer proves that age 
is just a number as she 
prepares to graduate this 
Spring.
Ringer is graduating 
with a bachelor’s degree 
in nutritional science. Her 
long road to a degree has fi -
nally ended. Now, she said, 
she can shift  her focus from 
“I need to get done” to “I 
have accomplished some-
thing and enjoy the mo-
ment.”
Th e Maryland native 
has been traveling ever 
since she was young. Ring-
er moved to California 10 
years ago, but is planning 
to leave in the latter years of 
her life.
Ringer’s dad was in the 
Navy, so she is used to not 
staying in one spot for too 
long.
Seeing her friends from 
high school and commu-
nity college graduate and 
marry was diffi  cult for 
Ringer, making her feel dis-
couraged that she was still 
in school and had not yet 
had much life experience, 
she said.
Nutrition is import-
ant to Ringer as her fami-
ly members have suff ered 
from chronic disease and 
obesity.
“It’s the foundation for 
health and it impacts al-
most every aspect of your 
life,” Ringer said. “It af-
fects your psychological 
well-being and your physi-
cal well-being and your re-
lationships. It’s everywhere. 
You can’t escape eating. You 
do it every day.”
Despite being older than 
most of her classmates, 
Ringer was glad she invest-
ed her time to pick the right 
major. She did not want to 
make a passive decision and 
regret it later.
Ringer started out in 
biochemistry and played 
around with social work 
and nursing before ulti-
mately deciding to major in 
nutrition.
It was a class on nutri-
tion through the life cycle 
that inspired her to pursue 
nutrition. She looked up to 
her professor and wanted to 
emulate her.
San Jose State was a 
good place for Ringer to 
attend because she was able 
to garner a lot of great ex-
periences in nutrition. She 
became president of the nu-
trition club, is on the Dean’s 
Scholar list and is graduat-
ing cum laude.
“Putting in the hard 
work and fi nding some-
thing you care about, put-
ting work into that and be-
ing rewarded for it means 
so much and it feels nice,” 
Ringer said. 
She currently works as 
an offi  ce administrator for 
Bay Area Nutrition, which 
is a local group of registered 
dietitians.
She also interns at Stan-
ford University for a re-
search program, developing 
a nutritional intervention 
program to help those in 
need of nutritional advice.
Being involved in nutri-
tion has given her some-
thing to be interested and 
passionate about.
Ringer’s dream is to 
become an oncologist, a 
medical practitioner who 
specializes in tumors. She 
chose to work toward a fu-
ture in oncology because 
she wanted to dedicate her 
life to helping people in any 
way.
“I can respect how it’s 
a hard thing for people to 
deal with your own body 
attacking itself,” she said. 
“One of the best things you 
can do to help people heal 
is to make sure they are 
nourished adequately. Your 
body is not going to heal if 
you don’t have enough pro-
tein, calories, vitamins and 
minerals.”
Aft er celebrating her 
accomplishment of gradu-
ating in May, Ringer plans 
on pursuing her master’s or 
Ph.D in oncology.
Raymod Ibale is a 
Spartan Daily staff writer.
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Swayzer  pursues higher education because she 
was inspired by her uncle. 
Rosa Jasso | Spartan Daily
Rebecca Ringer won’t let starting college late get in her way.
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Hugo Quiroz, a native 
of San Jose, is stepping 
into the real world as he 
graduates this spring with 
a bachelor's in mechanical 
engineering.
When Quiroz was fi rst 
admitted to San Jose State 
he was living at home, not 
too far from campus. 
He initially lived fi ve 
miles from campus, but 
decided to move to 4th and 
William Street to make the 
commute easier. 
“Sometimes I would 
even just sleep here in 
the engineering building,” 
Quiroz said. “I would 
study too late and, you 
know what, I have class in 
three or four hours from 
now, so I would just sleep 
on a table or something.”
Ultimately, Quiroz de-
cided to move closer to 
campus because he thought 
that would be best for his 
education.
Th e Mathematics, Engi-
neering, Science Achieve-
ment Program helps 
support educationally dis-
advantaged and fi rst-gen-
eration college students to 
attain four-year degrees in 
engineering or computer 
science.
Members of the pro-
gram helped Quiroz with 
tips on what classes and 
teachers he should take. 
Th ey provided him with 
textbooks and support 
when his work became 
overwhelming.
Th e MESA Engineering 
Program helped Quiroz, 
who is the fi rst of his 
extended family to attend 
college. He said there was 
a lot of pressure on him 
to graduate and not let his 
family down.
College has taught 
Quiroz better time 
management.
“I feel it's better to take 
your time just because it 
will benefi t you because 
you don't rush your 
education,” Quiroz said. 
“When you rush your 
education, you overload 
yourself or you stress out. 
It doesn't help to try to 
rush things.”
Quiroz said he learned 
to go outside his comfort 
zone and ask for help when 
problems arised.
He felt there was not 
enough hours in a day 
for him to complete his 
projects. He wasn't used to 
being busy all the time.
Quiroz strives on being 
a great problem solver. 
However sometimes this 
can hinder his thought 
process. When he fi nds 
himself stuck on a problem 
he doesn't like to give up. 
Learning to ask for help 
has been benefi cial to his 
learning.
“I like pursuing what 
I want to do and college 
game to the tools to better 
do that, that's defi nitely 
something that I learned 
from here,” Quiroz said.
Graduating is a bitter-
sweet moment for Quiroz. 
He is very sad to graduate 
because he said his college 
experience went by quick-
ly but he is ready to take on 
the challenges of the real 
world.
He truly has no regrets 
about going to SJSU.
Quiroz works as a lab 
instructor in the under-
graduate class of the elec-
tronics lab at SJSU. He en-
joys the educational part 
of engineering and wants 
to keep teaching.
“I am a true believer in 
sharing your knowledge 
and what you learned and 
this is somewhere I can 
do that,” Quiroz said. “I 
want to continue that by 
pursuing higher education 
and one day teaching at 
the university level.”
Raymond Ibale is a 
Spartan Daily staff writer. 
BY ROSA JASSO
@rosabjasso
Her fi rst love began on-
stage in front of an audi-
ence. At the age of 3, Me-
lissa Fajardo took her fi rst 
dance steps.
Fajardo danced her 
way into directing a dance 
company for adults in San 
Francisco called Live San 
Francisco. She started this 
company with her friends 
and it expanded to a group 
of 25 dancers.
However, Fajardo said 
she realized dancing would 
not be a career worth pur-
suing.
“I know, aside from 
dancing, that’s what I love 
to do but I can’t make a 
career out of that,” Fajardo 
said.
On the other hand, Fa-
jardo knew her interests 
were in hospitals and kids. 
Th at is when Fajardo found 
her second love in a nurs-
ing career.
As a child, Fajardo had 
an interest in being a nurse 
and taking care of others.
She has been a student 
at CSU East Bay for four 
years and will be gradu-
ating this semester with a 
bachelor’s of science de-
gree.
Fajardo is receiving her 
degree in health science 
and will use it to apply 
to a nursing program in 
Ohlone College.
“For some reason, the 
hospital scene, I’ve always 
liked it and I want to be 
able to help people,” Fajar-
do said.
When she was young-
er, Fajardo gave her little 
sister insulin shots to treat 
her diabetes. Fajardo en-
joyed fi lling up the shot 
and injecting her sister.
“She could do them her-
self but I would ask her if 
I could do them,” Fajardo 
said.
Now she wants to pur-
sue a nursing degree and 
focus on labor and delivery 
of babies. She confi rmed 
her career choice aft er tak-
ing a test in middle school 
which gave her possible 
career choices she’d enjoy 
best.
During her fi rst year 
at CSU East Bay, Fajardo 
took a class with a profes-
sor who did not motivate 
students to be part of the 
nursing program.
She remembers her pro-
fessor telling the class that 
“probably only two people 
in this room are gonna get 
into the nursing program, 
so you should probably 
just change your major.”
Fajardo did not let this 
discourage her from pur-
suing a nursing profession. 
She found it easier to get 
a degree in health science 
and then apply to a nursing 
program aft erward.
As the second person in 
her family to go to college, 
Fajardo was guided by her 
cousin who is the fi rst per-
son to attend a four-year 
university in her family. 
He is currently a working 
lawyer and motivating Fa-
jardo to perform her best 
in school.
Fajardo’s most success-
ful moment in school was 
when she decided to be a 
health science major and 
realized which career path 
to follow.
She read multiple books, 
interviewed her friend who 
is a labor and delivery nurse 
and did research on nursing 
careers.
Fajardo said that gradu-
ation is the fi rst step in be-
ginning her future career.
“Even though I still have 
to go to nursing school 
I’m already past one mile-
stone,” Fajardo said.
Rosa Jasso is a Spartan 
Daily staff writer.
First graduate of family paving 
the way for siblings’ future
Melissa Fajardo is graduating with a degree that will allow her to help people. 
Senior mechanical engineering major Hugo Quiroz 
stands in his graduation cap and gown at SJSU.
Labor: the childhood dream
Rosa Jasso | Spartan Daily
Rosa Jasso | Spartan Daily
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Twinsmith, a four man 
band hailing from Omaha, 
Nebraska, might just be the 
next big Vampire Weekend.
With the release of its 
newest album, “Alligator 
Years,” we've got the full 
package of fun  from its me-
lodic rock track 
"Seventeen" to 
the real retro pop 
"Alligator Years" 
and some new 
wave elements in 
"Constant Love.”
Th e band, 
which is com-
prised of Jordan 
Smith, Matt 
Regner, Bill 
Sharp and Ol-
iver J. Morgan, 
experimented 
with various in-
struments and 
vocal ranges until it reached 
its own unique sound.
Th e quartet actually 
began as friends Smith, 
vocalist and guitarist, and 
Regner, vocalist, guitarist 
and keyboardist, operated 
a band called Betsy Wells. 
Th is was the prequel to 
what became Twinsmith. 
Th e name of the band it-
self is a portmanteau of 
Jordan’s last name and the 
Minnesota Twins baseball 
team, thus Twinsmith.
Aft er rechristening the 
indie band, they invited 
Bill on the bass and Oliver 
on the drums and launched 
a selft itled debut in the 
spring of 2013. Not long af-
ter Omaha’s Saddle Creek 
Records discovered them 
and made them an off er to 
fi rst sign for a single called 
“Honestly.”
By 2014, the egg that be-
came “Alligator Years” had 
hatched and the band was 
on its way to a promising 
career and the needed sal-
vation for the world of retro 
pop.
Although “Alligator 
Years” is the offi  cial debut, 
the band’s SoundCloud 
page is a reminder that 
these boys have had plans 
to release an album for a 
long time.
Like “Honestly,”  tracks 
posted on SoundCloud pre-
“Alligator Years” exhibit a 
similar surf rock vibe that 
the album proudly pres-
ents. Th e vocals are remi-
niscent of the Midwestern 
drawl native to its part of 
the country, echoing and 
dissolving into the lazy 
guitar reverb. Percussion is 
light in most cases, enough 
to remain funky and bop-
ping but not to the extent of 
drowning out everything 
else.
Th e album was released 
on May 4, while the offi  cial 
release party will occur at 
Slowdown rock club and 
bar in Omaha on Friday. 
What can I say? Th e tracks 
bring justice to the band’s 
hard years of labor. With 
summer coming, I will be 
happy to spends days on 
end at the beach, 
with the wind 
in my face and 
Tw i n s m i t h ' s 
music in my 
ears. Th e hope 
in retropop is 
rekindled and I 
am happier than 
I've ever been. 
I’ll also men-
tion the album 
cover superbly 
converts the au-
dio into visual 
art retro colors, 
pastels carefully 
outlined with black ink and 
a hint of surrealism.
It’s poppy, it’s dreamy 
and it glistens gently like 
sunlight on ocean waves. 
And life is beautiful, even 
if only for the duration of a 
three  minute track.
Anastasiya Rakova is a 
Spartan Daily staff writer. 
Art gallery illustrates 
students self-expression
BY RIGOBERTO GOMES AND 
ESTEFANY SOSA
@AskRigo
@estefany_scs
Photography 120 is a 
class composed of students 
from a wide range of majors. 
Th e diverse backgrounds 
contributed to the diversity 
and uniqueness of the media 
used in the Image and Idea 
art exhibit. 
Students had the chance 
to produce a project refl ect-
ing a concept of their choos-
ing along with their choice 
of medium.
“It’s about image and 
idea, it’s not really based on 
photography,” said Brenda 
Amador, a junior photog-
raphy major. “We kind of 
encouraged students to use 
diff erent forms of mediums 
and mix them together and 
we have everything from 
painting to photography and 
a lot of digital and graphic 
design.” 
Th e concepts expressed 
in each piece of artwork 
range from religious expres-
sion, to sexual expression 
and EDM culture. 
Junior photography ma-
jor Taylor Marie Lindsay’s 
work titled “A fl ash of color,” 
was made up of diff erent col-
lages consisting nine images 
in each collage, and was con-
structed on how men treated 
her due to the change of her 
hair color. 
Lindsay’s revealing col-
lages had people talking.
“I see a lot of people dis-
regarding the art itself as a 
piece and more looking at 
my body, which was also 
part of the goal because the 
piece is about color psychol-
ogy within my sex work 
and people treat me diff er-
ently depending on what 
wig I wear and what type of 
clothes I wear,” Lindsay said. 
Professor Robin Lasser 
and her students who at-
tended evaluated Lindsay’s 
art piece.
“I think it’s really inter-
esting how this work takes 
on a diff erent character 
when it’s shown at an ac-
ademic setting and it be-
comes a deconstruction of 
that identity,” Lasser said.
Amador said Lindsay did 
a courageous thing because 
she displayed her body.
“It’s an experiment where 
she took it even further and 
showed it to the public and 
for me, I see it as a work of 
art,” Amador said.
Another student also 
commented on Lindsay’s 
artwork.
“She changes her wigs in 
response to her customers 
and I got tears looking at 
that piece once I found out 
what her concept was,” said 
Desiree Lozano, a senior de-
sign studies major.
Students who attended 
the gallery believe they ben-
efi ted from artistic concepts.
“Not a lot of people un-
derstand art and it takes fi ve 
minutes to go to a gallery 
and walk around and it’s a 
fi rst step in learning about it 
and a lot of this stuff  is about 
San Jose State and a lot of 
this stuff  is relatable and it 
takes a quick peek to know 
about it,” said junior anima-
tion major John Fabic
Rigoberto Gomes and 
Estefany Sosa are Spar-
tan Daily staff writers.
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Twinsmith new album ‘Alligator 
Years’ rekindles hope in retro pop
Rigoberto Gomes | Spartan Daily
Junior animation student John Fabic takes a look at the artwork exhibit “Image and 
Idea” that students from PHOTO 120 illustrated. The vocals are 
reminiscent of the 
Midwestern drawl native 
to its part of the country, 
echoing and dissolving 
into the lazy guitar reverb. ”“
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Beauty is pain.
I fi rst got my ears pierced when I was 
born, my hair braided when I was four, 
my eyeliner when I was nine and my eye-
brows done when I was 12.
Each and every one of these “fi rsts” 
made me squint or say “oww” in my head.
When your hairdo doesn’t come out 
the way you wanted and you have to live 
with it for a few days, it doesn’t feel good.
When you can’t fi t into your jeans aft er 
years, you feel discouraged.
I’ve established before that attaining 
beauty ultimately leads to self-esteem.
We all try to appease these situations by 
knowing once you endure and move past 
the pain, life invariably becomes better.
While going to school, you may fi nd 
yourself interested in what life has to off er 
but don’t quite get a grasp on where you 
will successfully expand. Th ere are days 
when you wake up in a daze, wondering 
when it will all come to an end.
It eventually becomes clear the friends 
you once thought were “ride or die” were 
comfortable in knowing you could not get 
ahead and didn’t think very highly of you.
At times you attempt to make your 
mother smile, feeding her words of 
encouragement—the same words you 
wish she had said to you growing up, not 
because she didn’t love you but because 
she simply didn’t know how.
Th e pain you feel seeing her unhappy 
makes you feel it just as much in addition 
to these other conditions.
Holding tears back for days, sometimes 
weeks, because you had to be “strong,” it 
involuntarily releases from your soul and 
aft er a minute or so you wonder why this 
act of crying is not really a bad thing but 
actually feels good. So you continue.
Aft er minutes you stare in the mirror 
and see your bloodshot eyes and wonder 
how you got this far and how else you will 
get past these diffi  cult periods of life.
The rest of your day somehow feels 
better.
I just so happened to experience this 
scenario and have learned over time cry-
ing is not a form of weakness—it’s a form 
of catharsis that makes me stronger.
Imagine exerting force on a mus-
cle for longer than 20-30 seconds, you 
might injure yourself. This same prin-
ciple applies to the act of crying and the 
neglect of self-care.
Taking care of yourself before the 
approval of strangers or loved ones is vital 
to being the best version of you.
Beauty and tribulations tie in together 
quite nicely. “Beauty is pain” emulates 
the end reward for overcoming what life 
throws at you.
It’s worth it to go through the pain, 
to fi ght obstacles knowing that you will 
eventually rise to the top.
It’s painful when you get waxed, when 
the nail technician shaves your nail beds 
and hits the cuticle, when you wanted to 
make a good impression whilst acciden-
tally burning yourself from a curling 
wand, or when your skin becomes really 
tender for several days aft er getting a 
tattoo.
Th ese instances help us get through life 
a little better, giving that extra kick in the 
right direction.
A good friend once told me the best 
thing about being impressive is being 
impressed by others.
So the next time you think someone 
has gotten their shit together, think again.
Judge others based on who you want to 
ride along with you in the same circle, but 
don’t question how their happiness isn’t 
fair for the amount you’re suff ering.
As the semester is coming to a close, 
remember that you have one life to live so 
make it a beautiful one my friends.
Th e anxiety you might experience 
from accomplishing all of your assign-
ments before fi nals slowly diminishes. 
What once felt like a week left  of school 
was only a few days left .
The struggles you overcome don’t be-
come so cloudy once you’ve moved past 
them—whether you’ve accomplished 
your goals completely or not, you are 
one step ahead which is more worth it 
than you realize.
Beverly Ukpabi is the Spartan Daily 
opinion editor. Alluring Essence runs 
every Wednesday.
Beverly Ukpabi
Follow Beverly
on Twitter 
@cheerbev09
In the past six years since I graduated high school, 
saying I have grown as a person would be an understate-
ment.
When I was younger, my elementary school was very 
persistent about telling us about college.
We had assemblies dedicated to it and even had what 
they called “Adopt-A-College.”
Th rough this program, they promised to give sixth 
graders a scholarship when they graduated high school.
I always knew I wanted to go to college, I just did not 
know what to expect.
I am the fi rst of my immediate family to attend.
My fi rst two years at San Jose City College were spent 
taking general education classes and trying to fi gure out 
what I wanted to be my major.
Despite constantly being told about the demise of 
journalism and that there is no money in the fi eld, some-
thing attracted me toward it.
At SJCC, I was a reporter on the City College Times 
and was quickly promoted to managing editor due to a 
lack of qualifi ed candidates.
Th e college paper was my fi rst taste of journalism and 
I am forever grateful to my professor, Farideh Dada.
Th e highlight of my college career has been working 
as a reporter and editor for the Spartan Daily.
When I fi rst started reporting in Spring 2014, I was 
incredibly nervous and not really confi dent in myself as 
a writer.
I had been nervous to be a part of the newspaper and 
soon realized that my lack of motivation stemmed from 
my lack of confi dence.
Every week I would take the minimum amount of 
stories.
It was not until Professor Richard Craig gave us one of 
his harsh speeches that my mindset began to change.
By “harsh speeches,” I mean he basically told us to 
step up our game and to stop being lazy.
I felt like he was talking to me.
I knew I could do better and I did not want to fail 
because I thought I could not do something.
When I was younger, I would have never guessed I 
would be where I am today.
Now, at 23, I have to check myself when I start doubt-
ing my abilities, especially as a journalist.
As a journalist, I want to be able to make a diff erence 
in people’s lives.
One of my friends messaged me on Facebook and told 
me, “I have used you for an example … you know, some-
one in a bad situation who does not remain a victim.”
Th is is how I want to end my last column at San Jose 
State University.
I speak to the senior who still has no plan for the 
future.
I write for the quiet girl who does not speak up in 
class because she does not want to say something stupid.
As a journalist, I want to travel the world, meet new 
people and experience new adventures.
Th ough I love my hometown, I do not want to be 
stuck in San Jose.
My purpose on this planet is something much bigger 
than me.
One book I always love to read is “Oh, Th e Places 
You’ll Go!” written by Th eodore Geisel, also known as 
Dr. Seuss.
In the book, he writes, “You have brains in your 
head. You have feet in your shoes. You can steer your-
self any direction you choose. You’re on your own. And 
you know what you know. And YOU are the one who’ll 
decide where to go.”
I do not know where the future will take me, which 
is terrifying.
But, I am ready to be an SJSU alumna and I am ready 
to take on what life has in store for me.
Jerica Lowman is the Spartan Daily online editor. 
This is the fi nal edition of Phenomenally Feminist for the 
Spartan Daily.
Ready for what life has in store
Jerica Lowman
Follow Jerica on Twitter 
@thehellajerica
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Going through the pain to experience the joy
PHENOMENALLY
FEMINIST
Despite constantly being 
told about the demise of 
journalism and that there 
is no money in the fi eld, 
something attracted me 
towards it
“
As part of an ongoing mission of 
American cultural appropriation I 
recently found myself at McDonald’s 
when I was hit by a frustrating bout of 
carnivore-based guilt: Is my peck-
ishness really enough justification to 
murder an animal?
Annoyed by this new found 
accountability I tried to fi ght my 
consciousness. It’s McDonald’s, I 
internally retorted, it’s just full of pink 
slime and gym mats … it’s practically 
vegan.
But it was no good, I had been 
curtailed. I left rumble bellied but 
guilt-free.
Th e more I learn about the meat 
industry the more frequent these veggie 
spells have been.
Research published in World Watch 
by Robert Goodland and Jeff  Anhang es-
timates that over half of greenhouse gases 
are a result of animal agriculture. A meat-
free diet also uses a fraction of the water 
and crops of its carnivorous counterpart.
Th e over consummation of meat is 
also a leading cause of heart disease, the 
biggest killer in America with over half a 
million mortalities a year.
So eating less meat helps end global 
warming, starvation and drought while 
saving the lives of Americans. It is thus 
weird that the American government 
spends billions a year making sure we eat 
dangerous levels of meat. Th e Physician’s 
Committee for Responsible Medicine 
states Americans consume double the 
amount of protein needed. 
Burger King is one of the only fast 
food chains to serve a veggie burger, but 
it’s tiny and for $3.29, it’s the same price as 
three-and-a-third “Rodeo” beef burgers.
How can some vegetables and beans 
cost three times more than breeding, 
raising and slaughtering cattle?
Th e answer is government subsidies.
Th e U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, a federal health institute 
better known as the CDC, suggests that 
10–35 percent of your diet should be 
protein, while “half your plate should be 
fruit and vegetables.”
Th e same government, however, 
hands over 74 percent of federal food 
subsidies to meat and dairy industries 
with only 0.4 percent going to the growth 
of fruit and vegetables.
I would consider myself an ideological 
vegetarian. But I’m also, ideologically, not 
someone who sits around eating Nutella 
with a spoon watching “Storage Wars.”
I know it’s wrong but it tastes good 
and any adverse eff ects are conveniently 
ignorable.
I suspect I’m not alone in this position 
but I’m a fallible fellow.
Th e choice between what’s tasty and 
what’s ethical is hard enough without 
the American government enforcing a 
market where I get eff ectively fi ned for 
trying to consider my own health, and 
that of the planet, ahead of cronyism 
and lobby multinationals.
Even if you’re not a meat-free advocate, 
even I’m still agnostic to the idea, reduc-
ing consumption levels to a stage where it 
doesn’t kill us seems like a rad idea.
It’s the kind of thing the government 
would do if they actually gave a s--t about 
the obesity crises.
But until then, as I’m glancing down 
the buff et between golden nuggets of 
orange chicken and more expensive, 
congealed eye-boogie tofu, I’m not always 
going to be ethical about my entrees.
Arno Bryant is Spartan Daily staff 
writer.
Eating ethically is not a job for the lazy Arno Bryant
Follow Arno on 
Twitter 
@MrArnoBryant
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CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATING CLASS OF 2015! GO SPARTANS!
With the 2016 presidential election a 
full 18 months away, the campaign busses 
and chartered aircraft  of presidential 
would-bes and want-tos are already draw-
ing criss-crosses over the electoral map. 
But before wading into the fray and 
comparing one well-to-do political insider 
with another, let’s take big step back and 
fi gure out what we’re really hoping these 
white-teeth-smiling, fl ag-pin-wearing 
weirdos are going to accomplish once we 
put them in offi  ce.
Ready? Me neither, but let’s dive on in 
anyway.
If you turned on the news in the last 
couple of weeks you might think po-
lice brutality and the rights of minority 
groups are the biggest problems in Amer-
ican society. If you have a slightly more 
nuanced perspective you might say it’s 
not a racial issue but an issue of economic 
inequality. And if you take the long view 
you could eff ectively argue climate change 
is really what we need to be worrying 
about, considering the potentially apoca-
lyptic outcomes.
Each of these are certainly important 
problems, to put it mildly, but at the same 
time they are symptoms of a deeper, much 
more insidious issue in American society. 
If the problems we face are a tree, these 
are the branches.
Th e root is money.
Specifi cally, the root is the corrupting 
infl uence of big banks, businesses and 
billionaires on government through the 
channels of lobbying, campaign fi nanc-
ing and good, old-fashioned shoulder 
rubbing. Th e fact that the preferences of 
the power-elite are mirrored by govern-
ment policy isn’t even up for debate. It’s 
settled science. (See the 2014 study done 
by Princeton and Northwestern political 
scientists, or for a less rigorous rundown 
pick up a copy of Harvard law professor 
Lawrence Lessig’s book “Republic Lost.”)
If you accept this to be true, as any 
sane person must, then addressing the 
problem of systemic corruption in Wash-
ington is the most important issue on 
which to hinge your vote.
Now, back to the candidates.
On the Republican side the field is 
already uncomfortably crowded. But 
other than the wildcard of Rand Paul, 
who seems to be doing what he can to 
shave the edge off his convictions to 
make them more palatable to the par-
ty’s base, there’s nothing really worth 
commenting on here. Say what you will 
about Republicans, but when it comes 
to championing the interests of big 
business and the economic elite, they’re 
nothing if not predictable.
On the Democratic side, the fi eld is 
much thinner, split between two very 
diff erent candidates: Hillary Clinton and 
Vermont senator Bernie Sanders, with 
Clinton the widely-heralded front-runner.
On paper, Clinton looks like an ideal 
candidate for the Democrats. She brings 
together her experience as fi rst lady, New 
York senator and secretary of state into 
quite a compelling package.
Let’s all be honest about one other 
thing: Th ere’s a certain momentum be-
hind the idea of putting a woman into the 
Oval Offi  ce. While gender is not in any 
sense a rational criterion or qualifi cation 
for political offi  ce, looking back at the 
42 strikingly similar faces of our former 
presidents it’s clear that putting a woman 
into the offi  ce is long overdue.
But regardless of her experience, mo-
mentum and front-runner status, Clinton 
is unforgivably tied to the interests of big 
banks. 
Her largest (on the book) campaign 
contributors are Goldman Sachs and 
Citigroup, the two banks basically sin-
gle-handedly responsible for the market 
meltdown in 2008. Clinton has been 
paid to speak at multiple Goldman Sachs 
events, netting herself hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars to rub shoulders with 
banking executives.
All this stacks on top of more recent 
allegations aired in the book “Clinton 
Cash” that accuse the Clintons’ non-profi t 
foundation of taking sizable donations 
from interests that stood to benefi t from 
Clinton’s position while in offi  ce as sec-
retary of state. Th is particular book feels 
like a smear campaign, but it certainly 
doesn’t do anything to help her fi rmly 
entrenched position in the pocket of the 
big banks and other powerful interests.
Sanders, on the other hand, hits all the 
notes a Democratic candidate actually 
interested representing a majority of 
people should hit, but—and I cringe to 
put this so bluntly—he probably lacks the 
charisma necessary to carry the general 
election.
Luckily, there is one ray of hope in the 
Democratic party. She’s the senior senator 
from Massachusetts, and her name is one 
you’re going to want to remember: Eliza-
beth Warren.
Warren is exactly what the Democrats 
need. Warren is an intelligent and charis-
matic person who has expertly grilled the 
top bankers in the nation until they stam-
mered and stuttered (search YouTube; it’s 
some of the best C-SPAN footage of all 
time).
She’s called out the entire system of 
insider political trading in Washington in 
a way that has fi rmly entrenched her as an 
outsider—and when a system is funda-
mentally fl awed, outsiders are the only 
ones who should at all be trusted.
Nothing, of course, is certain, but 
Warren looks like about the only real shot 
the Democrats have this cycle of putting 
anyone into offi  ce that is worth getting 
out of bed for. A fi nal piece of evidence 
she’s the ideal candidate? She isn’t actually 
running for president, and by all appear-
ances doesn’t seem to want to run (help 
the grassroots movement to push her in 
the right direction at readyforwarren.
com).
Look, the bottom line is nobody, least 
of all me, knows whether Warren, Sand-
ers, whoever the Greens or Libertarians 
run or anybody else has the conviction 
and competency to carry their professed 
beliefs with them all the way to the White 
House.
Th at is still very much a mystery. 
What’s not a mystery is this: Th ere’s a 
right woman for the Democrats to run 
in 2016, and it sure as hell isn’t Hillary 
Clinton.
Nicholas Ibarra is the Spartan Daily 
executive editor.  
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The wrong woman for the job
While gender is 
not in any sense a 
rational criterion 
or qualifi cation 
for political offi ce, 
looking back at the 
42 strikingly similar 
faces of our former 
presidents it’s 
clear that putting 
a woman into 
the offi ce is long 
overdue”
“
I used to not care about racism, sexism, fascism or 
any particular “-isms.”
Not to say that I am oblivious to the evils of racism (or 
“-isms” in general) in America and the world at large.
I didn’t want to self-righteously repeat what has 
already been said, or more accurately what has been 
browbeaten into our skulls by the media.
Because of the media, police brutality will 
unquestioningly be a subject of the 2016 presidential 
campaign.
Race is a huge topic and I didn’t want to add to the 
white noise. I don’t want to be another one of those 
wild-eyed college students trying to take on the world 
in a single stupid article as if I am exceptionally privy to 
the divine knowledge of world peace and equality.
Footslogging in the trenches is moronic and while 
I do consider myself part of the 99 percent, I don’t 
consider myself part of the rabble. 
I may sound bigoted for my phrasing but really I’m 
trying to drive a much smaller point home.
Change starts with our personal mannerism, not 
socio-political riots.
While I do respect those that rally to topple 
the immobility of Washington I really think my 
contribution to change doesn’t have to come from 
rioting in the streets of Oakland to rip off  cheap 
Samsung phones in the name of Michael Brown.
Th is article is here to recognize the need for personal 
change before greater sweeping social change can occur. 
Everyone has somebody on their Facebook feed 
who instantly posts police brutality videos. I fi nd these 
people to be quite annoying.
Not because I fi nd police brutality trivial, but I see 
this method of activism as lazy, meant to appeal to our 
pathos from the ease of one’s arm chair.
So this is me burning my mother’s green pleather 
recliner with its gold buttons of binding.
I aff ectionately called this throne of uninspired 
disinterest “Th e Green Monster” because its cushions 
were so encompassing, this privileged position would 
swallow you whole. Just like the pity feeds that spam my 
Facebook and email accounts asking a college student 
for donations.
So we are going to time warp to December 17, 1979, 
when Lester Bangs wrote an article titled the “White 
Noise Supremacists” for the Village Voice.
If you graduate from this s--thole without Bangs’ 
name going off  in your head, then you have been failed 
by your own education. He believed social equality 
would come from art, not governments that ultimately 
censor art.
Th at’s why I didn’t want to write this, I didn’t want 
my voice to feed the white noise. Especially since this 
opinion comes from a white, heterosexually-aligned, 
affl  uent middle-class male.
Bangs brings into question the explosiveness of 
introspection. Far too oft en we criticize others for 
their obliviousness without turning the same lens of 
inspection upon our own faults.
I am guilty of this, and I knew it, but without 
knowing how to put this into my own words.
Like Bangs, I have spouted bigoted bile, generally out 
of laziness.
In this article Bangs recalls one personal experience, 
“Th en Bob (the bartender) said ‘You know what, Lester? 
When you said that, those two people were standing 
right behind you.”
Now Lester, in a drunken horror, runs out to 
apologize, “Listen … somebody just told me what I 
said in there … and I know it doesn’t mean anything to 
you, I’m not asking for some kind of absolution, but I 
just want you to know that … I have some idea … how 
utterly, utterly awful it was.”
What Bangs said, and to whom, does not matter. 
What matters is his self-awareness, immediate regret 
and recourse for new habits. Th at’s why I am writing 
this, not because I am seeking absolution, I don’t need 
approval to genuinely feel regret, I am writing this 
about the habit forming subterfuge of casual racism.
Casual racism is the silent knife raised by those you 
took to be your brothers in an act of manslaughter. Do 
you crack race jokes with your friends? As oversensitive 
as it seems this sense of “humor” is fuel for the fi re, 
because racism hides best behind our humor.
Since a joke isn’t meant to be taken seriously, right?
Tell a more creative joke that doesn’t use racism as 
its punch.
Racism begins and ends with our awareness and 
intolerance of ignorance, however it is intended. As a 
joke or as fl agrant defamation, the slurs need to stop 
before the punchline.
Our dumb jokes aren’t funny, except to morons.
Keenan Fry is the Spartan Daily arts & 
entertainment editor.
A personal responsiblity for change 
Keenan 
Fry
Follow Keenan on Twitter 
@Keenan_J_Fry
As oversensitive as 
it seems this sense of 
“humor” is fuel for the 
fi re, because racism 
hides best behind our 
humor”
“
SPARTANDAILY.COM
CHECK US OUT ONLINE AT
TO READ THE LATEST IN NEWS, SPORTS, ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT, OPINION AND MORE!
Th e systemic infl uence of money in politics is the keystone issue in U.S.,
and Hillary Clinton has already been bought and paid for by big banks
OPINION8 Wednesday, May 13, 2015
Executive Editor
Nicholas Ibarra
Managing Editor
Kristen Wirtz
Executive Producer
Lauren Hernandez 
A&E Editor
Keenan Fry 
Tech Editor
Abraham Rodriguez
Opinion Editor
Beverly Ukpabi
Sports Editor
Samuel Brannan
Photo Editor
Samson So
Online Editor
Jerica Lowman
Multimedia Editor
Victor Guzman
Copy Editors
Brandon Chew 
Allison Yang
Production Editors
Linh Nguyen
Patricia Lee
Staff Writers & 
Photographers
Adrian Monroy
Anastasiya Rakova
Andrea Sandoval
Arno Bryant
Courtney Kreitner
Cristian Ponce
Damien Percy
Darby Brown-Kuhn
David Bermudez
Destiny Palacios
Duy Nguyen
Estefany Sosa
Henry Navarro
Jeremy Cummings
Justin Edrington
Justin San Diego
Jonathan Wold
Marquerite Tuufuli
Marissa Trigos
Raechel Price
Rain Stites
Randy Vazquez
Raphael Stroud
Raven Swayne
Raymond Ibale
Rigoberto Gomes
Rosa Jasso
Stacy Torres
Taylor Atkinson
Vanessa Gongora
Production chief
Tim Burke
Manager
Deborah Briese
News Advisers
Richard Craig
Scott Fosdick
Mack Lundstrom
Design Adviser
Tim Mitchell
Multi Media
 Adviser
Kim Komenich
Advertising Adviser
Tim Hendrick
AD Director
Timothy Lamascus
Creative Director
Sergio Camacho
Assistant Creative 
Director
Th o Giang
Advertising Staff
Aleksandra Karichkina
Allison Ghimenti
Ashley Bare
Brian Houts
Jessica Jayson
Kevin Connell
Rebecca Ahrens
Samantha Mendoza
Tuan Nguyen
Wilfred Caidoy
Yu-Hsi Liu
Serving San Jose State University since 1934
Letters to 
the Editor
Letters to the Editor may be placed 
in the letters to the editor box in the 
Spartan Daily offi  ce in Dwight Ben-
tel Hall, Room 209, sent by fax to 
(408) 924- 3282, emailed to 
spartandaily@gmail.com or written 
to the Spartan Daily Opinion 
Editor, 1 Washington Square, San 
Jose, CA 95192-0149. Letters to the 
Editor must contain the author’s 
name, address, phone number, sig-
nature and major. Letters become 
property of the Spartan Daily and 
may be edited for clarity, grammar, 
libel and length. Only letters of 300 
words or less will be considered for 
publication. Published opinions and 
advertisements do not necessarily 
refl ect the views of the Spartan 
Daily,  the School of Journalism and 
Mass Communication or SJSU. Th e 
Spartan Daily is a public forum.
Dirt covered my entire body as I stood 
up with scrapes and blood dripping from 
my knees, arm and back.
It was the fi rst time I risked my life for 
an animal. I did not regret it at all.
On our way down the Mission Peak 
Trail my pit bull boxer Lucky ran down the 
hill to chase a cow that caught his eye.
I kept my grip tight on his leash.
I lost my balance, fell and was dragged 
backward but I caught him before he could 
make contact with the cow, which was four 
times his size.
One kick could severely injure him and 
he could also stress out the herd.
My goal was to prevent harming both 
animals.
Call me Eliza Th ornberry but I always 
had a fascination and connection with an-
imals, and through the years that connec-
tion has only grown stronger.
What I have learned and continue to 
learn is animals do matter.
Th ey do not look like us, live like us or 
speak our language, but they do have a con-
sciousness and most of all the right to live.
Recently, I visited the San Francisco 
Zoo for an assignment.
Aft er each photo I took, I found myself at a 
loss for words every time I put my lens down.
Th ere were various animals that would 
look me directly in the eye.
It made me stand still and I wondered 
what they were thinking.
I stood at the rhino exhibit for the 
longest time.
I was lost in thought about poaching 
and I wondered how someone could kill 
this majestic creature.
Th en he looked at me and we didn’t 
have the lens between us.
My heart stopped.
In that moment there was no diff erence 
between my life, the rhino’s life or any 
other animal’s life.
We have rights and they should too.
So many lives have been disrupted and 
habitats have been destroyed because ani-
mals cannot speak out for themselves.
This column’s purpose is to bring 
awareness to environmental issues and 
to become the voice for animals who are 
threatened by the wildlife trade, defor-
estation, oil spills and so many other 
cruel dangers.
When humans act cruelly or barbari-
cally they are called animals, but the only 
species of animal that expresses cruelty as 
far as I can see are humans.
Th e future we are leading to is our own. 
If we want to see breathtaking creatures in 
our future, we have to educate ourselves 
about what is harming them and how we 
can prevent it.
Gandhi said, “Th e greatness of a nation 
and its moral progress can be judged by 
the way its animals are treated.”
I do not want to bash on humans, but I 
want them to understand that nature and 
humans go hand in hand.
There is hope.
Conservation eff orts around that world 
have helped increase the population of the 
humpback whale, and NOAA has even 
proposed removing the species from the 
endangered species list, according to the 
Huffi  ngton Post.
Earlier this week Yahoo News reported 
the population of Asiatic lions has increased 
by 27 percent since 2010. Th e lions were 
protected in the Gir Forest National Park, a 
wildlife sanctuary in Gujarat, India.
SF Gate reported that San Francisco 
has banned all entertainment shows that 
use animals.
Th is year the Ringling Brothers have 
announced they will no longer include acts 
that use animals.
Sites such as Live Science have brought 
awareness to the amount of ivory sold on 
Craigslist and now advocates call for a ban 
as a way of combating the wildlife trade.
Humans can reverse environmental 
issues, but first they have to be aware.
With my degree I want to make a 
difference by using journalism as a way to 
advocate for our planet and protect biodi-
versity, because the future and health of 
Earth and its animals depend on how well 
we treat them.
Destiny Palacios is a Spartan Daily 
staff writer. You Otter Know runs every 
Wednesday.
Th ere is no diff erence between 
an animal’s life and my own
Destiny Palacios
Follow Destiny
on Twitter 
@heydesi
I used to use the word “hate” as a casual 
term. I still do, actually, even though I 
realize that it’s a very strong word that 
shouldn’t be tossed around lightly.
That being said, I don’t think “dislike” 
is the word I want to use when it comes 
to Ann Coulter.
Every single time I see her name men-
tioned in a headline, I brace myself for the 
wave of ignorance and stupidity that is sure 
to follow.
So imagine my total lack of surprise 
when I saw that she decided to criticize 
Michelle Obama’s comments on race.
Yes, Coulter, a white woman, criticized 
the fi rst lady of the United States, a black 
woman, on her opinions of race.
Not only that, she criticized a black 
woman’s speech about race at Tuskegee 
University, an institution that has experi-
enced more unearned hatred and prejudice 
in single years than Coulter will likely 
experience in a lifetime.
If Coulter really wants to criticize some-
one on how they discuss race, she should 
check her own track record.
Luckily, the charmingly named 
AnnCoulterIsBrainless.com has an entire 
collection of Coulter’s words of dizzying 
wisdom, such as when she described an 
Arab-American Secret Service agent as “a 
ticking time bomb, in a simmering rage 
at America’s supposed mistreatment of 
Muslims.”
And then there was the time on MSN-
BC when she criticized the network for 
what she called “celebrating the browning 
of America,” right before her paranoia-fu-
eled rant about how brown people are 
going to work for white people before 
becoming fed up and turning like the 
ultimate “white fear” horror movie.
Or the time in 2011 when she said 
“Our blacks are so much better than their 
blacks,” referring to conservative blacks 
compared to liberal blacks.
Because the right-wing of politics is 
such a bastion of black pride and idolism, 
like Herman “accused sexual harasser” 
Cain and Ben “men go to prison straight 
and come out gay” Carson.
But let’s also ignore how she so casually 
says “our” blacks.
It isn’t Coulter herself that I despise so 
much, it’s what she represents.
She represents that persistent portion 
of the American population that with one 
hand will proclaim racism has been long 
dead and on the other hand will criticize 
everyone for becoming angry whenever 
they say or do something racist.
“Political correctness is ruining free 
speech!” they say.
“Th at doesn’t mean we have to put up 
with your ignorance,” we reply.
So if you read this simply as a rant 
against a vile woman, think again: this is 
my attempt at a warning.
People like Coulter are not at all who 
Americans should be listening to for their 
political and social advice, and yet for 
some reason, people do. A frighteningly 
large portion of them do.
We know and we talk about how 
pointless the opinions of these people are 
and yet we give them all of this air time to 
affi  rm and galvanize similar minds that 
really don’t need their ignorance to be 
encouraged any further.
But Coulter is the Kardashian of 
politics. It doesn’t matter how stupid we 
know she is or how ignorant the words she 
spews are, every time she does something, 
the cameras and internet will be around to 
let us know about it.
And that is extremely unfortunate.
So no, Coulter, Donald Trump, Donald 
Sterling and Bill O’Reilly and everyone 
else with similar mindsets, you have not 
done “enough” to make up for slavery, 
because when you do dumb stuff  like this, 
you just add on to the list.
Raphael Stroud is a Spartan Daily staff 
writer.
Can we stop pretending 
Ann Coulter has a point?
Raphael Stroud
Follow Raphael on 
Twitter 
@randomlyralph
I do not want to bash 
on humans, but I want 
them to understand that 
nature and humans go 
hand in hand”
“
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It doesn’t matter how 
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or how ignorant the 
words she spews are, 
every time she does 
something, the cameras 
and internet will be 
around to let us know 
about it”
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Spartan awarded by NFF 
for academic achievement
BY STACY TORRES
@Stacy_Towers
Vince Buhagiar, a former linebacker 
on the San Jose State University football 
team, was awarded membership into the 
National Football Foundation & College 
Hall of Fame’s Hampshire Honor Society 
for the 2014 season.
Buhagiar was one out of 817 seniors 
from the 2014 season to receive this rec-
ognition, which focuses on an athlete’s 
academic and athletic performance, ac-
cording to the foundation’s president 
and CEO Steve Hatchell.
“Th e Hampshire Honor Society plays 
an important role in highlighting that 
college football players clearly play a 
leadership role in the classroom as well as 
on the playing fi eld,” Hatchel said. “We 
congratulate each of these young men for 
their commitment to excellence.”
Athletics media relations director 
Lawrence Fan said this award not only 
recognizes Buhagiar’s accomplishments 
as an athlete but as a student as well.
“It represents that he was an out-
standing student while being a very very 
good football player,” Fan said.
According to a SJSU Athletics press 
release, in order to be considered for the 
award the student athlete must main-
tain a 3.2 or higher GPA throughout his 
college career, and be a starter or note-
worthy contributor in the fi nal year of 
eligibility while meeting all NCAA re-
quirements towards a degree.
Fan said Buhagiar not only met but 
exceeded these requirements.
“He was a fi rst string player for San 
Jose State and he’s No. 7 all time in terms 
of making tackles,” Fan said.
Th e press release stated that Buhagiar 
fi nished his college football career last 
season as a four-year starting linebacker.
Buhagiar started 41 out of 50 games 
during his four active seasons and shared 
the 2014 team lead with a personal single 
season  best 96 tackles.
Th is isn’t the fi rst time Buhagiar has 
been recognized by the NFF.
He was one of the 167 semifi nalists 
for the National Football Foundation’s 
Campbell Trophy, which recognizes an 
athlete’s performance in the fi eld, aca-
demics and community leadership.
Buhagiar graduated with a degree 
in psychology in 2013 and is currently 
working on his master’s in psychology.
Buhagiar was unable to comment at 
the time because he was participating in 
an exchange program overseas, accord-
ing to Fan.
For three consecutive years, an SJSU 
football senior was awarded member-
ship into the foundation’s honor society.
Fan said off ensive lineman Nicholas 
Kaspar, awarded in 2014, is currently a 
graduate assistant on the SJSU football 
coaching staff  while 2013 recipient de-
fensive end Travis Johnson was invited 
to play in postseason all- star games.
Stacy Torres is a Spartan Daily staff 
writer.
Terrell Lloyd | SJSU Athletics
SJSU linebacker Vince Buhagiar 
tackled a UNLV rusher during the 
2014 season in a 33–10 win.
BY ADRIAN MONROY
@iammanr0y
Former San Jose State 
football player Forrest 
Hightower has signed 
with the Canadian Foot-
ball League’s Ottawa Red-
blacks.
Hightower joined the 
Redblacks as an interna-
tional from the United 
States. Up to 20 interna-
tionals are allowed on CFL 
rosters and Hightower is 
excited to join the team.
“I feel really good. I’m 
very excited and thankful 
for the opportunity that 
they’re giving me to come 
up there and continue my 
football career,” Hightow-
er said. “It’s a very exciting 
time and I’m really hap-
py.”
Hightower said the pro-
cess of getting signed by 
the Redblacks is similar to 
the signing process for the 
NFL.
“Th ey contacted me. Th ey 
contacted my agent,” High-
tower said. “Th ey made their 
off er and me and my agent 
talked about it and we went 
over it and we decided to take 
the deal and we signed the 
contract. Th e rest is history.”
Hightower started train-
ing during the fi rst week of 
January for 10 weeks in or-
der to prepare himself for 
SJSU Pro Day in March. He 
trained regularly with the 
strength and conditioning 
staff  at SJSU.
In 2014, Hightower was 
part of the defensive sec-
ondary that led all Football 
Bowl Subdivision teams in 
fewest passing yards al-
lowed with 117.8 passing 
yards per game, according 
to SJSU Athletics.
Hightower said he’s a 
quick learner, but that’s 
not the only skill he pos-
sesses.
“I think my strongest 
quality is that I’m very 
versatile,” Hightower said. 
“I’ve played every posi-
tion in the secondary, so I 
think that brought a little 
value to me, because I’ve 
played safety here, I’ve 
played nickel and I’ve also 
played corner too.”
Position coach Donte 
Williams helped Hightow-
er get more playing time.
“He gave me a chance 
and he cared a lot for me 
and pushed me every single 
day to reach my best poten-
tial,” Hightower said, “and 
I’m very grateful for that, 
because before, I didn’t re-
ally play much, but when 
he got here, he saw the 
type of potential I had and 
he helped me fl ourish and 
helped my career to start 
excelling.”
One thing Hightower 
won’t forget is the bond 
with his former SJSU 
teammates.
“I love all my team-
mates. My teammates are 
my brothers and I appre-
ciate every sacrifice that 
they made for me and I ap-
preciate each one of those 
guys for going out there 
and giving it their all ev-
ery single play,” Hightow-
er said. “Our season may 
have not turned out how 
we wanted to, but I know 
the work that we put in to-
gether as a family and I’m 
thankful for those guys al-
ways having my back and 
always looking out for me 
all of the time.”
Dasheon Frierson, a 
former teamate of High-
tower’s at SJSU, believes 
Hightower will do well 
with the Redblacks.
“He’s always watch-
ing film,” Frierson said. 
“When he comes out to the 
field he’s a leader. That’s 
what actually pumps me to 
being a leader as well. He’s 
always out there playing 
hard. You won’t see him 
not playing hard.”
Hightower thanked SJSU 
for giving him the opportu-
nity to play football and for 
helping him earn his degree.
Adrian Monroy is a 
Spartan Daily writer
Forrest Hightower, who played multiple positions in the Spartan secondary, 
will now use his talents as a member of the Ottawa Redblacks.
Terrell Lloyd | SJSU Athletics
Hightower heads north to
Canadian Football League
CHECK US 
OUT ON 
FACEBOOK 
FOR MORE 
STORIES, 
PHOTOS 
AND VIDEOS 
I’m very 
excited and 
thankful for the 
opportunity 
that they’re giv-
ing me to come 
up there and 
continue my 
football career”
“
Forrest Hightower
Spartan defensive back
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BY DAVID BERMUDEZ AND RAIN STITES
@Bermudez_Dave
@writeas_rain
Art Powell made the leap as a hur-
dling ball stuck to his grip with a mag-
netic force. The announcer declared it a 
“touchdown” as Powell’s body met the 
ground with full force, ball still in hand.
The footage in the archival video was 
grainy, but Powell’s talent was clear as 
his team carried him off the field to the 
echoes of a cheering crowd. They had 
won the game.
A receiver for the New York Titans 
and the Oakland Raiders in the 1960s, 
Powell died at age 78 last month in his 
Southern California home in Aliso Vie-
jo.
Before making it big in his decade-
long career in the American Football 
League, Powell played for San Jose State 
University where he led the nation in re-
ceiving yards. 
After just one football season as a 
Spartan, Powell moved to Canada to 
play for the Montreal Alouettes and To-
ronto Argonauts in the Canadian Foot-
ball League for two years. 
“I wish I had his talents,” said Bob 
Keller, a former SJSU fullback and team-
mate who was injured during spring 
practice in 1956 in Powell’s only season 
as a Spartan. “He was a very talented 
football player and someone who had a 
lot of potential. He was really athletic.” 
Former Oakland Raiders quarterback 
and teammate Tom Flores ref lected on 
their time together as teammates. 
“He made me a good quarterback by 
making great catches,” Flores said. “I 
just remember what a outstanding player 
he was on the field.” 
Flores described Powell as “ahead of 
his time” even in the professional league 
with his 6 foot  3, 211  pound frame.
“He was a big receiver for that day and 
age. He was a scorer,” Flores said. “When 
you got him in scoring territory he was 
at his best, being able to go up high for 
the ball and make acrobatic catches and 
tough catches.”
In four seasons with the Raiders, 
Powell caught 254 passes for 4,491 yards 
and scored 50 touchdowns in 56 games 
that put him seventh on the franchise’s 
all -time receiving list.
However, Powell’s mark on the world 
wasn’t confined to his performance on 
the field.
During his time as a professional 
football player, racism followed Powell 
and his black teammates during a period 
when segregation was legal on and off 
the field.
Barely out of his rookie season in 
1959, Powell learned his Philadelphia 
Eagles team would not allow its black 
players to stay in the team’s designated 
hotel. After leaving the Eagles, Powell 
signed with the Titans only to experi-
ence similar treatment.
In an interview with San Jose Mer-
cury News before his death, Powell de-
scribed a hotel he and his black team-
mates had to stay in during a preseason 
game in the outskirts of South Carolina. 
“The swimming pool was like a 
swamp,” Powell told the Mercury News. 
“There were no screens on the windows. 
There were mosquitoes and bugs as big 
as your fist. Of course the air condition-
ing doesn’t work. So it’s a hundred de-
grees out, and you’re just laying on your 
bed sweating like crazy.” 
Each instance resulted in Powell’s 
solo boycott of the team in which none 
of his teammates joined. 
“What people fail to realize is, I tried 
to live the American dream,” Powell 
said in an interview with the Los An-
geles Times in 1992. “I reached for the 
sky; I refused to have somebody tell me I 
couldn’t go where I didn’t belong.”
In 1963, Powell signed with the Raid-
ers after the team had a miserable 1–13 
season.  
The head coach, Al Davis, viewed 
Powell as someone who could deliver 
and help as a vertical threat.
In his first year with the Raiders, 
Powell caught 73 passes for 1,304 yards 
and 16 touchdowns and helped turn the 
Raiders around from 1–13 to 10–4.
But the following season, there was 
another problem for Powell. A game 
scheduled in Alabama against the Jets 
forced segregated seating within the sta-
dium. 
This time, three black teammates 
joined Powell’s objections to not play in 
the game. After talking and consulting 
with Davis, he switched the game to be 
played in Oakland.
According to Powell, Davis never 
played a game in the South for the rest of 
his time as a Raider. 
“Art was considered someone who 
was hard to handle,” Davis said to the 
LA Times in 1992. 
“I didn’t think he was hard to handle, 
but in those days those kids were fight-
ing another battle besides just playing 
football.”
Powell leaves behind his wife Betty of 
49 years, two daughters and six grand-
children.
David Bermudez and Rain Stites are 
Spartan Daily staff writers
Remembering former 
Spartan and Oakland 
Raider Art Powell 
Left, portrait of Art Powell when he 
was a student at SJSU. Below, Pow-
ell runs past defenders in a game 
against the San Diego State Aztecs 
during the 1956 season.
Photos courtesy of Spartan Daily circa 1956
Powell catching a pass as a receiv-
er on the Spartan football team in 
1956.
